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A Leap into the Future

Samoa currently sits east of the dateline - which cuts through the middle of the Pacific - meaning that it is
11 hours behind GMT and is one of the last places on Earth to see out the day. Under the change it will
be among the first of the world's countries to greet the dawn. After passing a law to change its dateline
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location, Samoa will define its future on December 29" 2011 when it moves west across the dateline to join
its Pacific partners in furthering its commercial future. The nation’s “move” will mean it will skip December
30" this year, effectively taking it a day into the future.

The move will align Samoa and its time zone with its major trading partners. Tuilaepa Sailele Malielegaoi,
the Samoan Prime Minister, said the reform would make it easier
to do business with Samoa's biggest trading partners, both of
which are also home to large expatriate communities. "In doing
business with New Zealand and Australia, we're losing out on two
working days a week". Currently the time difference puts Samoa
21 hours behind eastern Australia and 23 behind New Zealand.
From December 31, it will be one hour ahead of Wellington and
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Designer: Denise Durkin, Wellington, New Zealand please contact:
Printer: Southern Colour Print, Dunedin, New Zealand
Process: Offset Litho CEO
Stamp Size: 42.4mm x 37.5mm horizontal with centre tab.
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